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Dutchess Boces is a diverse learning experience for every one of the classrooms that 

reside there. My classroom has students from grades six and seven, of multiple intelligence 

quotients and we teach to student skill levels from first to seventh grade. I refer to my room as a 

“Red-Brick School House” and it is surprisingly accurate depending on with whom I am 

speaking with. This all being said, my classroom itself uses what I consider to be a standard fair 

of assistive technology. Standard Laptop computers and tablets. The rest of the school is littered 

with iPads that serve a different purpose, speaking for students who themselves, cannot. 

The iPad devices used in my school serve several purposes, from apps for students to 

learn information, to speaking physically for them. By speaking for the student who is non-

verbal, they allow them to communicate with peers and adults in ways that they could physically 

not before. Students can construct full sentences, answer questions, ask for things or services and 

interact with their peers at a level that they could not at all before.  

For my classroom we use them much more for reinforcement of educational material that 

is learned or to be learned. Some of the students are “alternative assessed” and can be taught at 

skill level rather then grade level and using a device such as an iPad allows us as teachers to have 

a student work on a skill during free time and switching of subjects. 

For the most part teachers are not trained how to use them in my exact setting. They 

come in set up from either the district the device belongs too or if it is privately owned. There is 

limited training and a lot of it is done online when needed. A lot of the speaking apps, such as: 



proloquo2go, touch chat and DynaVox have resources online that allow teachers, parents and 

students to refine their skills for the devices usage.  

The brand DynaVox, essentially functions as an application on an iPad. Some schools 

allow the devices to have other apps on them and some do not. A friend of mine helped me out 

with some of the details I couldn’t find online. She works literally every day with these and told 

me how they differ in prices and quality. Most of the iPad set ups are designed in the same 

fashion as it is easiest to regulate something when it is locked down and can only have a certain 

amount of apps on it at a time. The main website is found here: 

https://www.tobiidynavox.com/en-us/ and the training materials are found here: 

https://www.tobiidynavox.com/en-US/support-training/ . 

The required technology for usage in my school is the existence of an iPad created in the 

last two to three years to be kept up and updated regularly. Depending on the district the student 

comes from, depends on what model of iPad it is.  

From what I have seen, the devices meet a lot of the students needs. Yes, they are not 

perfect machines and students do struggle to learn to use them. In the end students will be able to 

use the same application on their cell phones or other mobile devices in the future outside of 

school. There is something great about opening a world to students who could not communicate 

much at all before an assistive technology device. Words can be heard and now sent back out as 

answers in the small machines that carry their voices with them. 
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